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Supporting evidence or justification: 

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms? 
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Library: 

Financial Aid: 

Other:  



Change in teaching load:

Does this change affect any other units of the University?   Yes         No
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit. 
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	*A SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

	unit: Social Work
	course change: Off
	program change: Yes
	semester year: Fall 2023
	methodology: []
	current name: 
	proposed name: 
	proposed code 1: 
	proposed code 2: 
	current program code: SOWA-MSW, SOWO-MSW
	change cip code yes: Off
	change cip code no: Yes
	current cip code: 44.07
	new cip code: 
	computer abbreviation: 
	catalog present: 1. Update language/standards for admission to Advanced Standing

Required qualifications for admission:

1. Prior Degree:  Applicants must hold or be near completion of a bachelor’s degree in Social Work (BSW, BSSW) or other bachelor’s degree (BS or BA) with a major in social work from a CSWE accredited program. 
a. Note: International applicants with a bachelor’s in social work must have their degree recognized by CSWE’s International Social Work Degree Recognition and Evaluation Service to be considered for the Advanced Standing program. 
2. Transcripts: Applicants should submit an unofficial transcript from every university or college attended.
a. Note: International applicants must submit an English translated copy of their transcript. Note: Current and former TCU students will not need to complete this step. Copies from the Registrar’s Office will be obtained for all TCU graduates. 
3. GPA: Applicants should have strong academic preparation as demonstrated by an undergraduate GPA of at least 3.00 (on a 4.00 scale) in the last 60 hours of coursework. 
4. Course Prerequisites: Applicants must have one college-level course in statistics prior to registering for the first semester in the MSW program.
5. References: Applicants must submit three letters of recommendation from individuals who can address the applicant’s academic abilities and interpersonal skills, potential for graduate education and potential for professional social work practice. It is required that at least one reference be an academic reference from an academic advisor or instructor and that one of these references be from a field instructor.

2. Update language/standards for terminating students from the program

ACADEMIC WARNING STATUS AND TERMINATION
If a student’s overall grade-point average falls below 3.0, the student is placed on academic warning status.  While in warning status, the student may not drop any course or withdraw from the University without the approval of their academic advisor, MSW Program Director and Department Chair.  In the next semester in which the student enrolls, the overall grade-point average must be raised to 3.0 or the student is dismissed from further study.

Certain circumstances make it possible for a student to be dismissed from continuation in the MSW program.  All students receiving a grade of C or below or an I (incomplete) in any semester will have their academic progress in the program reviewed in a joint meeting of their academic advisor and the program director.  Students will be notified in writing of adverse decisions regarding their continuation in the program.  Students may appeal in writing to the program director for continuation in the program. 


And:

Grading Policy
Course grades, both classroom and field, provide a measure of student performance in the course. Quality of performance is evaluated with respect to course objectives. While these objectives are collectively determined, it is the singular responsibility of the instructor to evaluate student performance in respect to these standards and thus to determine the grade. 

In the Department, course credit is given for the grades A, B, and C. No credit is given for any grade below a C. If a student earns below a C, the course will need to be retaken. In the computation of the grade-point average, all grades of C or less will be included, but no more than two C grades may be utilized in satisfying degree requirements. 
	catalog proposed: 1. Update language/standards for admission to Advanced Standing

Required qualifications for admission:

1. Prior Degree:  Applicants must hold or be near completion of a bachelor’s degree in Social Work (BSW, BSSW) or other bachelor’s degree (BS or BA) with a major in social work from a CSWE accredited program. 
a. Note: International applicants with a bachelor’s in social work must have their degree recognized by CSWE’s International Social Work Degree Recognition and Evaluation Service to be considered for the Advanced Standing program. 
2. Transcripts: Applicants should submit an unofficial transcript from every university or college attended.
a. Note: International applicants must submit an English translated copy of their transcript. Note: Current and former TCU students will not need to complete this step. Copies from the Registrar’s Office will be obtained for all TCU graduates. 
3. GPA: Applicants should have strong academic preparation as demonstrated by an undergraduate GPA of at least 3.00 (on a 4.00 scale) in the last 60 hours of BSW coursework. Advanced Standing applicants should also demonstrate mastery of generalist social work practice, as evidenced by an earned grade of a B or better in their BSW field placements. (For split BSW field placements, students should demonstrate mastery of generalist social work practice with an average of a B or better across both semesters of the split placement.) Prospective students who do not meet these GPA and field grade requirements should apply for the Traditional program instead of the Advanced Standing program. 
4. Course Prerequisites: Applicants must have one college-level course in statistics prior to registering for the first semester in the MSW program.
5. References: Applicants must submit three letters of recommendation from individuals who can address the applicant’s academic abilities and interpersonal skills, potential for graduate education and potential for professional social work practice. It is required that at least one reference be an academic reference from an academic advisor or instructor and that one of these references be from a field instructor

2. Update language/standards for terminating students from the program

ACADEMIC WARNING STATUS AND TERMINATION
If a student’s overall grade-point average falls below 3.0, the student is placed on academic warning status.  While in warning status, the student may not drop any course or withdraw from the University without the approval of their academic advisor, MSW Program Director and Department Chair.  In the next semester in which the student enrolls, the overall grade-point average must be raised to 3.0 or the student is dismissed from further study.

Certain additional circumstances make it possible for a student to be dismissed from continuation in the MSW program. All students receiving a grade of C or an I (incomplete) in any semester will have their academic progress in the program reviewed in a joint meeting of their academic advisor and the program director. Additionally, students who earn two or more C’s or a single F grade during the program will be terminated from the program. Students will be notified in writing of adverse decisions regarding their continuation in the program. Students may appeal in writing to the program director for continuation in the program. They may also follow the university grade appeal process if they would like to appeal a course grade.


And:

Grading Policy
Course grades, both classroom and field, provide a measure of student performance in the course. Quality of performance is evaluated with respect to course objectives. While these objectives are collectively determined, it is the singular responsibility of the instructor to evaluate student performance in respect to these standards and thus to determine the grade. 

In the Department, course credit is given for the grades A, B, and C. No credit is given for any grade below a C. If a student earns below a C, they will be terminated from the MSW program. In the computation of the grade-point average, all grades of C will be included, but no more than two C grades may be utilized in satisfying degree requirements. 
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	other change specify: 
	number: Off
	title: Off
	derscription req: Off
	drop req: Off
	prereq: Off
	requirements: Yes
	STEM YES: Off
	STEM NO: Yes
	STEM 2 yes: Off
	STEM 2 NO: Yes
	description of change: 1. Update language/standards for admission to the Advanced Standing version of the TCU MSW program
2. Update language/standards for terminating students from the program, for grade-related concerns.
	explanation: The changes will not affect current outcomes and assessment mechanisms. 
	evidence: 1. Language/standards related to program termination:
This change allows us to terminate students who earn a failing grade in the program, and also changes the total number of allowed C grades from 3+ to 2. This change allows us to enforce rigorous standards for our students and graduates.

2. Language/standards related to admission:
The Advanced Standing program requires that students demonstrate mastery of undergraduate-level generalist social work practice. Our standards require that students demonstrate mastery with a B or better at the undergraduate level. Students who earned below a B in their undergraduate-level BSW field placement will need to apply to the Traditional version of the our MSW program because they have not yet achieved mastery of generalist content and practice. This update reflects this standard and CSWE allows our program to define our standards for Advanced Standing admission. 
	change yes: Off
	change  no: Yes
	other change: Off
	drop program: Off
	teaching load: 0


