GRADUATE COUNCIL: PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING COURSE/PROGRAM

Originating Unit Department of Strategic Communication

Type of action: change in course |[]| change in program
Type of change requested:
Number Course Title
Description Prerequisite(s) Program
Drop Course Requirements
Drop Program* (1| Other, please specify Application Requirements

*4 SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

Semester and year course/program will take effect: Fall, 2023

Course instructional methodology:

course component types: ugradcouncil.tcu.edu/forms/Course Component Types.pdf

Current name:

Proposed name:

Appropriate computer abbreviation (30 spaces or less):

Programs Only
Current program code:
STCO-MS
(ex:EDCE-PHD)
Proposed code (list 2) or
Current CIP code: 09.0900
Does the change require a new or change in CIP code: Yes [[]| No

If yes, what is the proposed new CIP code:

*for reference please visit: nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

Is the program already considered TCU STEM: Yes [[]| No

Does the change include a request to be a TCU STEM program: Yes |[] [ No




Description of change (omit if dropping a course or program):

Our graduate faculty wishes to change the application requirements for our master's program by:
1. Dropping the requirement for applicants to submit GRE scores

2. Changing our required written application essay to a video essay

3. Adding a requirement that applicants write a written essay in response to a question or prompt
4. Adding a requirement that applicants provide a resume/CV

Present Catalog Copy

**PAGE 1
(https://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Graduate-Catalog/Bob-Schieffer-College-of-Communication)
**k%k

Copy #1

Bob Schieffer College of Communication

The Bob Schieffer College of Communication offers the Master of Science in two degree plans -
communication studies and strategic communication. Students interested either in continuing into a
doctoral program or professional development will find programs that prepare them for the future.
Research and development are balanced with applied experiences in the communication field.
Located in one of the largest media markets in the United States, the graduate programs in the Bob
Schieffer College of Communication at TCU offer diverse opportunities in a supportive and
stimulating environment.

Bob Schieffer College of Communication Admission Requirements

An applicant must possess a bachelor's degree from an institution regarded as standard by the
University and a regional accrediting agency. For unconditional admission, the student must have
satisfactory undergraduate preparation for the particular degree sought. This is determined by the
departmental graduate director and the Bob Schieffer College of Communication associate dean and
includes a:

"B" average in the last 60 hours of undergraduate work or in all undergraduate work;

"B" average in the major field of study; and

Satisfactory scores on the GRE and TOEFL (if required).

An application that is otherwise satisfactory may still be rejected if the intended major area has
already accepted as many new students as its facilities can accommodate, or if it is felt that the
program TCU provides is not suitable to the applicant's vocational goals.

Application Procedure
The application is considered complete when the following are received:

Completed online application form;

Two certified transcripts mailed directly from the applicant's university. This includes all
undergraduate and graduate work from all colleges or universities attended,;

A $60 application fee;

A statement of experience and professional goals, which allows the departmental graduate
coordinator to adequately determine the suitability of the applicant with the graduate program;
Three letters of recommendation; and

GRE general test scores.

Additional admission information is available on the Bob Schieffer College of Communication
Graduate Studies web page.



Proposed Catalog Copy:

Change #1
Page 1 (linked from 2022-2023 Graduate Catalog)

Bob Schieffer College of Communication

The Bob Schieffer College of Communication offers the Master of Science in two degree plans -
communication studies and strategic communication. Students interested either in continuing into a
doctoral program or professional development will find programs that prepare them for the future.
Research and development are balanced with applied experiences in the communication field.
Located in one of the largest media markets in the United States, the graduate programs in the Bob
Schieffer College of Communication at TCU offer diverse opportunities in a supportive and
stimulating environment.

Admission Requirements

An applicant must possess a bachelor's degree from an institution regarded as standard by the
University and a regional accrediting agency. For unconditional admission, the student must have
satisfactory undergraduate preparation for the particular degree sought. This is determined by the
departmental graduate director and the Bob Schieffer College of Communication associate dean for
graduate studies. It includes a:

"B" average in the last 60 hours of undergraduate work or in all undergraduate work;

"B" average in the major field of study; and

Satisfactory scores on the GRE, if applying to Communication Studies (optional for Strategic
Communication)

and TOEFL, as required by the department.

An application that is otherwise satisfactory may still be rejected if the intended major area has
already accepted as many new students as its facilities can accommodate, or if it is felt that the
program TCU provides is not suitable to the applicant's vocational goals.

Bob Schieffer College of Communication

The Bob Schieffer College of Communication offers the Master of Science in two degree plans -
communication studies and strategic communication. Students interested either in continuing into a
doctoral program or professional development will find programs that prepare them for the future.
Research and development are balanced with applied experiences in the communication field.
Located in one of the largest media markets in the United States, the graduate programs in the Bob
Schieffer College of Communication at TCU offer diverse opportunities in a supportive and
stimulating environment.

Bob Schieffer College of Communication Admission Requirements

An applicant must possess a bachelor's degree from an institution regarded as standard by the
University and a regional accrediting agency. For unconditional admission, the student must have
satisfactory undergraduate preparation for the particular degree sought. This is determined by the
departmental graduate director and the Bob Schieffer College of Communication associate dean for
graduate studies and administration and includes a:

"B" average in the last 60 hours of undergraduate work or in all undergraduate work;
"B" average in the major field of study;

Official TOEFL scores for non-native English speakers; and

Satisfactory scores on the GRE for those applying to Communication Studies

An annliratinn that ic nthanaica caticfarntnns mav ctill ha raiarntad if tho intandad mainr araa hac



Supporting evidence or justification:

Graduate programs across the country are dropping the GRE requirement due to concerns about
the test's predictive power and possible impacts on class diversity.
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/03/the-problem-with-the-gre/471633/
https://www.science.org/content/article/wave-graduate-programs-drop-gre-application-requirement

Similar master's programs at some of our peer institutions are making GRE scores optional.
https://journalism.artsandsciences.baylor.edu/mamj/admissions
https://www.marquette.edu/grad/programs-communication.php#admissions
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/graduate/ma/apply/

We believe dropping the GRE requirement will lower barriers to entry for our applicants and help us
attract a wider range of applicants from various backgrounds, which will contribute to the diversity of
our program.

Other changes we propose are meant to help make up for any information lost by dropping the GRE
(e.g., written essay in response to a prompt to show writing and analytical ability; resume/CV).

We recommend dropping the required 15 semester hours of undergraduate journalism, advertising,
or public relations courses if an applicant does not have that coursework from their undergraduate
degree. An applicant who does not coursework in journalism, advertising or public relations, OR

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms?

These changes will not affect assessment. Our graduate faculty hope these changes will help us
attract a more diverse and successful applicant pool by lowering barriers to entry (e.g., no GRE,
admitting applicants with sufficient professional experience) and giving us better tools to evaluate
applicants' readiness for graduate-level work (e.g., responding to writing prompt, providing video
essay).

Additional resources required
Faculty: NONE

Space: NONE
Equipment: NONE
Library: NONE
Financial Aid: NONE

Other: Update CollegeNet to reflect new application requirements


joneil
Underline


Change in teaching load: NONE

Does this change affect any other units of the University? Yes No|[]
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit.

If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to both the originating and

the cross-listed units.
Chair of Originating Unit:

Name: Catherine Coleman

Unit: Department of Strategic Communication

Digitally signed by Coleman, Catherine

sigawre: COleman, Catherine pae. 2022.12.0112:00:47 0600
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Copy #1
Bob Schieffer College of Communication
The Bob Schieffer College of Communication offers the Master of Science in two degree plans - communication studies and strategic communication. Students interested either in continuing into a doctoral program or professional development will find programs that prepare them for the future. Research and development are balanced with applied experiences in the communication field. Located in one of the largest media markets in the United States, the graduate programs in the Bob Schieffer College of Communication at TCU offer diverse opportunities in a supportive and stimulating environment.

Bob Schieffer College of Communication Admission Requirements

An applicant must possess a bachelor's degree from an institution regarded as standard by the University and a regional accrediting agency. For unconditional admission, the student must have satisfactory undergraduate preparation for the particular degree sought. This is determined by the departmental graduate director and the Bob Schieffer College of Communication associate dean and includes a:

"B" average in the last 60 hours of undergraduate work or in all undergraduate work;
"B" average in the major field of study; and
Satisfactory scores on the GRE and TOEFL (if required).
An application that is otherwise satisfactory may still be rejected if the intended major area has already accepted as many new students as its facilities can accommodate, or if it is felt that the program TCU provides is not suitable to the applicant's vocational goals.

Application Procedure

The application is considered complete when the following are received:

Completed online application form;
Two certified transcripts mailed directly from the applicant's university. This includes all undergraduate and graduate work from all colleges or universities attended;
A $60 application fee;
A statement of experience and professional goals, which allows the departmental graduate coordinator to adequately determine the suitability of the applicant with the graduate program;
Three letters of recommendation; and
GRE general test scores.
Additional admission information is available on the Bob Schieffer College of Communication Graduate Studies web page.

Copy #2 (from the link about Strategic Communication; see http://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Graduate-Catalog/Bob-Schieffer-College-of-Communication/School-of-Strategic-Communication/School-of-Strategic-Communication-Master-of-Science) 

Strategic Communication, MS
This degree is designed for working strategic communication professionals seeking to broaden their understanding of strategic communication theories and skills in strategy, research, storytelling, new media and leadership. Students will take a blend of advertising and public relations courses that enable them to compete in today’s digital and global world.

Admission Requirements

Applicants must meet general University requirements as specified in the graduate catalog, and have completed 15 semester hours (five courses) in undergraduate journalism, advertising or public relations, or have substantial professional experience in a communication discipline as determined by the graduate faculty. 

An applicant who does not meet the admission requirements must take up to 15 semester hours of undergraduate journalism, advertising, or public relations courses that will not count toward the graduate degree. The Department of Strategic Communication graduate faculty will determine the number of semester hours needed.





	catalog proposed: Change #1
Page 1 (linked from 2022-2023 Graduate Catalog)

Bob Schieffer College of Communication
The Bob Schieffer College of Communication offers the Master of Science in two degree plans - communication studies and strategic communication. Students interested either in continuing into a doctoral program or professional development will find programs that prepare them for the future. Research and development are balanced with applied experiences in the communication field. Located in one of the largest media markets in the United States, the graduate programs in the Bob Schieffer College of Communication at TCU offer diverse opportunities in a supportive and stimulating environment.
Admission Requirements 
An applicant must possess a bachelor's degree from an institution regarded as standard by the University and a regional accrediting agency. For unconditional admission, the student must have satisfactory undergraduate preparation for the particular degree sought. This is determined by the departmental graduate director and the Bob Schieffer College of Communication associate dean for graduate studies. It includes a:
"B" average in the last 60 hours of undergraduate work or in all undergraduate work;
"B" average in the major field of study; and
Satisfactory scores on the GRE, if applying to Communication Studies (optional for Strategic Communication)
and TOEFL, as required by the department.
An application that is otherwise satisfactory may still be rejected if the intended major area has already accepted as many new students as its facilities can accommodate, or if it is felt that the program TCU provides is not suitable to the applicant's vocational goals.

Bob Schieffer College of Communication
The Bob Schieffer College of Communication offers the Master of Science in two degree plans - communication studies and strategic communication. Students interested either in continuing into a doctoral program or professional development will find programs that prepare them for the future. Research and development are balanced with applied experiences in the communication field. Located in one of the largest media markets in the United States, the graduate programs in the Bob Schieffer College of Communication at TCU offer diverse opportunities in a supportive and stimulating environment.

Bob Schieffer College of Communication Admission Requirements

An applicant must possess a bachelor's degree from an institution regarded as standard by the University and a regional accrediting agency. For unconditional admission, the student must have satisfactory undergraduate preparation for the particular degree sought. This is determined by the departmental graduate director and the Bob Schieffer College of Communication associate dean for graduate studies and administration and includes a:

"B" average in the last 60 hours of undergraduate work or in all undergraduate work;
"B" average in the major field of study; 
Official TOEFL scores for non-native English speakers; and
Satisfactory scores on the GRE for those applying to Communication Studies

An application that is otherwise satisfactory may still be rejected if the intended major area has already accepted as many new students as its facilities can accommodate, or if it is felt that the program TCU provides is not suitable to the applicant's vocational goals.

Application Procedure

The application is considered complete when the following are received:

• Completed online application form;
• One official transcript from each university/college attended. This includes all undergraduate and graduate work from all colleges or universities attended. TCU transcripts are not required;
• A statement of experience and professional goals, which allows the strategic communication admissions committee to adequately determine the applicant’s qualifications;
• Three letters of recommendation; 
• Official TOEFL scores for non-native English speakers;
• A $60 application fee;
• GRE general test scores, for those applying to communication studies. The GRE is optional for those applying to strategic communication; 
• Resume or curriculum vita, for those applying to strategic communication;
• A video statement of the applicant’s experience and professional goals, for those applying to strategic communication, which allows the strategic communication admissions committee to adequately determine the applicant’s suitability for the graduate program;
• A written essay responding to a prompt or question, for those applying to strategic communication; and

Additional admission information is available on the Bob Schieffer College of Communication Graduate Studies website.

Change #2 (https://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Graduate-Catalog/Bob-Schieffer-College-of-Communication/School-of-Strategic-Communication/School-of-Strategic-Communication-Master-of-Science)
Admission Requirements)

Applicants must meet general University requirements as specified in the graduate catalog, and have completed 15 semester hours (five courses) in undergraduate journalism, advertising, public relations, marketing or a related field or have sufficient professional experience in a communication discipline as determined by the graduate admissions committee. 

Then delete this graf: "An applicant who does not meet the admission requirements must take up to 15 semester hours of undergraduate journalism, advertising, or public relations courses that will not count toward the graduate degree. The Department of Strategic Communication graduate faculty will determine the number of semester hours needed."
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	description of change: Our graduate faculty wishes to change the application requirements for our master's program by:
1. Dropping the requirement for applicants to submit GRE scores
2. Changing our required written application essay to a video essay
3. Adding a requirement that applicants write a written essay in response to a question or prompt 
4. Adding a requirement that applicants provide a resume/CV
5. Giving the admissions committee authority to waive undergraduate coursework requirements if  applicant has sufficient professional experience

	explanation: These changes will not affect assessment. Our graduate faculty hope these changes will help us attract a more diverse and successful applicant pool by lowering barriers to entry (e.g., no GRE, admitting applicants with sufficient professional experience) and giving us better tools to evaluate applicants' readiness for graduate-level work (e.g., responding to writing prompt, providing video essay). 
	evidence: Graduate programs across the country are dropping the GRE requirement due to concerns about the test's predictive power and possible impacts on class diversity.
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/03/the-problem-with-the-gre/471633/
https://www.science.org/content/article/wave-graduate-programs-drop-gre-application-requirement

Similar master's programs at some of our peer institutions are making GRE scores optional.
https://journalism.artsandsciences.baylor.edu/mamj/admissions
https://www.marquette.edu/grad/programs-communication.php#admissions
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/graduate/ma/apply/

We believe dropping the GRE requirement will lower barriers to entry for our applicants and help us attract a wider range of applicants from various backgrounds, which will contribute to the diversity of our program. 

Other changes we propose are meant to help make up for any information lost by dropping the GRE (e.g., written essay in response to a prompt to show writing and analytical ability; resume/CV).

We recommend dropping the required 15 semester hours of undergraduate journalism, advertising, or public relations courses if an applicant does not have that coursework from their undergraduate degree. An applicant who does not coursework in journalism, advertising or public relations, OR have substantial professional experience will likely not be admitted. We have never required remedial undergraduate coursework in the past 20 years.  Therefore, this language does not reflect our current practice. 
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