GRADUATE COUNCIL: PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING COURSE/PROGRAM

Originating Unit Biology

Type of action: |[]| change in course change in program
Type of change requested:
Number Course Title
Description Prerequisite(s) Program
[1| Drop Course Requirements
Drop Program* Other, please specify

*4 SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

Semester and year course/program will take effect: Spring 2024

Course instructional methodology: Lecture

course component types: ugradcouncil.tcu.edu/forms/Course Component Types.pdf
Current name:  Bjol 60132: Introduction to Scientific Research and Writing
Proposed name:

Appropriate computer abbreviation (30 spaces or less):

Programs Only
Current program code:
(ex:EDCE-PHD)

Proposed code (list 2) or

Current CIP code:

Does the change require a new or change in CIP code: Yes No

If yes, what is the proposed new CIP code:

*for reference please visit: nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

Is the program already considered TCU STEM: Yes No

Does the change include a request to be a TCU STEM program: Yes No




Description of change (omit if dropping a course or program):

N/A

Present Catalog Copy
Prerequisites: Graduate Standing. This course is designed for first-year Biology graduate students
pursuing thesis research. Students enrolled in the course will: 1) gain familiarity with research
compliance at TCU, 2) be introduced to methods and techniques for finding and acquiring primary
literature, 3) discuss strategies for effectively and efficiently reading and understanding the scientific
literature, and 4) become familiar with basic aspects of written scientific communication.



Proposed Catalog Copy:
N/A



Supporting evidence or justification:

Biol 60133 called Scientific Communication is replacing Biol 60001 and 60131/60132 to create a
single 3-credit hour course in which students meet the learning objectives the course that are being
replaced. For several years students took Biol 60131/60132, which emphasizes scientific proposal
writing, in the Fall. Then in the Spring, they would complete Biol 60001, which emphasizes scientific
presentations. Feedback from faculty teaching these courses led us to believe that students would
benefit from working on their presentations and written proposals side-by-side. During the
2022-2023 academic year, we opted to offer Biol 60001 and 60132 as back-to-back courses in the
spring allowing us to determine whether offering these courses in the same semester would benefit
the students as predicted. Feedback from faculty, students, and student research mentors indicated
that the change was indeed positive and helped us better achieve our student learning outcomes.
Thus, we request to formally combine Biol 60001 and 60132 into Biol 60133.

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms?

No changes in programmatic outcomes or assessment mechanisms are anticipated.

Additional resources required

Faculty: None
Space: None
Equipment: None
Library: None
Financial Aid: None

Other: None



Change in teaching load: No

Does this change affect any other units of the University? Yes No|[]
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit.

If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to both the originating and

the cross-listed units.
Chair of Originating Unit:

Name: Marlo Jeffries
Unit: Biology
Digitally signed by Marlo Jeffries

Signature: M arlO \] effrles Date: 2023.09.07 06:54:39 -05'00'
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