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	*A SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

	unit: Psychology
	course change: Off
	program change: Yes
	semester year: Fall 2024
	methodology: []
	current name: Not applicable (N/A)
	proposed name: N/A
	proposed code 1: 
	proposed code 2: 
	current program code: PSYC-PHD
	change cip code yes: Off
	change cip code no: Yes
	current cip code: 
	new cip code: N/A
	computer abbreviation: N/A
	catalog present: Psychology, Ph.D.
Requirements
The program leading to the Ph.D. in experimental psychology has a research emphasis, along with training students to be effective science communicators and teachers. Students should have met all of the pre-requisites for the program, including successfully defending a master's thesis under the direction of a psychology faculty member at TCU.

Students who enter the Ph.D. program having completed a thesis-based master's degree at an accredited institution can request, on first entering the program, that the graduate faculty design a course sequence tailored to their individual needs, which might include different courses than those listed below.

Students must pass (with a grade of "B-" or higher) six core courses from the following options

1) Neuroscience/Learning
PSYC 60553 Conditioning and Learning 
3

PSYC 50403 Advanced Neuroscience 
3

2) Social/Evolutionary
PSYC 60663 Advanced Social Psychology 
3

PSYC 60913 Evolutionary Social Psychology 
3

3) Cognitive/Development
PSYC 50563 Theories of Development 
3

PSYC 60583 Cognition 
3

4) Quantitative
PSYC 50523 Analysis of Variance 
3

PSYC 60623 Regression Analysis 
3

AND 
PSYC 90980 Dissertation 
6

PSYC 90990 Dissertation 
6

Minimum Requirements:

*Students must take at least one course from each of 1, 2, and 3.

*Students must take at least one additional course from 1, 2, or 3.

*Students must take both courses in 4.

*A grade of less than B- in one course from 1, 2, or 3 may be replaced by at least a B- from either the same course or the alternative course in the corresponding area.

A grade less than a B- is considered failing within the department and can result in two consequences. First, the course will not count toward the Ph.D. degree and may be required to be repeated. Second, the failing grade may result in dismissal from the graduate program. If a student makes two grades of less than B-, in either the same or two different courses, the student may automatically be dismissed from the program. The department will also recommend that financial support be withdrawn, if applicable.

Successful completion of the Ph.D. requires completing the course requirements, successfully defending a master's thesis if required by the faculty, passing the preliminary evaluation vote by the full faculty, passing a qualifying examination that has both written and oral components in order to advance to doctoral candidacy, and defending a Ph.D. dissertation.

The usual timeline involves completing the six core courses as described above by the end of the second year; completing the master's thesis, when required, by the end of the second year; passing the preliminary evaluation vote by the end of the third year; passing the qualifying examination to advance to doctoral candidacy by the start of the fourth year, and successfully defending the Ph.D. dissertation within six years after advancing to doctoral candidacy.
	catalog proposed: Psychology, Ph.D.

The Ph.D. program in psychology prepares students for university teaching/research, and applied positions in universities, hospitals, industry, or government. Successful completion of the Ph.D. requires completing course requirements, successfully defending a master's thesis if required by the faculty, passing the preliminary evaluation vote by the full faculty, passing a qualifying examination that has both written and oral components to advance to doctoral candidacy, and defending a Ph.D. dissertation. Students are admitted to the program to start in the fall semester only. Most applicants have a B.A. or B.S. degree in Psychology, or related field. Students who have completed a thesis-based master’s degree at an accredited institution can also apply. 

Applicants should complete/submit: (a) the online application (https://www.applyweb.com/tcug/index.ftl); (b) application fee ($60); (c) resume/CV; (d) personal statement of purpose (i.e., essay – 1,000 words or less that describe your motivation and goals for graduate study, career ambitions, and the specific ways TCU fit those); (e) unofficial transcripts of all colleges attended. An English translation of all international transcripts is also required. The College of Science and Engineering does not require official transcripts unless you are admitted; (f) GRE scores (optional, not required); (g) psychology department supplemental application (https://cse.tcu.edu/psychology/graduate/index.php); and (h) official TOEFL/IELTS scores for international applicants. For evidence of English proficiency, a minimum TOEFL score of 80 (internet based) or 550 (paper based) is required, or a minimum IELTS score of 6.5.

The annual application deadline is January 1st. Admission decisions are holistic and based upon review of all materials. 

The usual timeline for the Ph.D. involves completing required course work; completing the M.S. thesis, when required, by the end of the second year; passing the preliminary evaluation vote by the end of the third year; passing the qualifying examination to advance to doctoral candidacy by the start of the fourth year, and successfully defending the Ph.D. dissertation within six years after advancing to doctoral candidacy.

Students who are admitted into the Ph.D. program are encouraged to complete their non-terminal M.S. in psychology by proposing, completing, and defending a thesis. M.S. requirements are usually completed by the second or third year of study. In some cases, with the approval of the area committee, a student who enters the program with a M.S. degree that included the completion of a thesis may substitute a TCU research project (based on research conducted by the student at TCU) that has been submitted for publication. The student will be the first author on the research report and a member of the full-time psychology graduate faculty must be a co-author. The manuscript must be approved by the student’s area committee.

Requirements 
The Ph.D. in psychology requires an additional 36 hours (at minimum) of course work beyond the 30 or 36 hours required for non-terminal M.S. and M.A. degrees, respectively. Students must pass (with a grade of "B-" or higher). Course work includes:

PSYC 90980 Dissertation 6 hours
PSYC 90990 Dissertation 6 hours
Approved Electives 24 hours
	fac: N/A
	space: N/A
	equip: N/A
	lib: N/A
	aid: N/A
	other: N/A
	chair name: Timothy Barth
	chair unit: Psychology
	other change specify: 
	number: Off
	title: Off
	derscription req: Yes
	drop req: Off
	prereq: Off
	requirements: Yes
	STEM YES: Yes
	STEM NO: Off
	STEM 2 yes: Off
	STEM 2 NO: Yes
	description of change: We are requesting two changes to language listed under the "Psychology, Ph.D." requirements. First, additional information is provided in terms of degree requirements, application materials, and time needed for degree completion. Second, a 36 hour degree requirement beyond what is expected for M.S. and M.A. degrees is being added. This change will help meet SACSCOC accreditation standards.
	explanation: The change will not affect current outcomes and/or assessment mechanisms. Ph.D. students are already earning 36 hours in course work beyond what is expected for M.S. and M.A. degree requirements. 
	evidence: We have had several potential applicants ask about application and degree requirements for the Ph.D. Adding language to the graduate catalog will help clarify. 

Additionally, given our course requirements in prior catalogs were essentially the same for M.S., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees, we have added information for an extra 36 hours (at minimum) for the Ph.D. beyond what is expected for the M.S. and M.A. degrees. This change will help meet SACSCOC accreditation standards.   
	change yes: Off
	change  no: Yes
	other change: Off
	drop program: Off
	teaching load: N/A


