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	*A SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

	unit: Department of Geological Sciences
	course change: Off
	program change: Yes
	semester year: Fall 2024
	methodology: []
	current name: N/A
	proposed name: N/A
	proposed code 1: 
	proposed code 2: 
	current program code: GEOL-MS
	change cip code yes: Off
	change cip code no: Yes
	current cip code: 40.0601
	new cip code: 
	computer abbreviation: N/A
	catalog present: RequirementsThe Master of Science in Geology requires at least 30 semester hours with a thesis. These semester hours are made up as follows:Required Courses:GEOL 60710 Geology Seminar (3 hours) 1GEOL 70980 Thesis 3GEOL 70990 Thesis 3Geology Approved Electives 12The Master of Science in Geology requires a total of at least 30 approved hours, including at least 12 in geology (of which 3 must be in GEOL 60710); 6 in thesis, approved electives or 9-hour minor in a related graduate field may be substituted for geology courses. Students must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0.
	catalog proposed: RequirementsThe Master of Science (thesis option) in Geology requires at least 30 semester hours with a thesis. These semester hours are made up as follows:Students must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0.The Master of Science (non-thesis option) in Geology requires at least 36 approved semester hours with a research report. These semester hours are made up as follows:Students must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0.
	fac: N/A
	space: N/A
	equip: N/A
	lib: N/A
	aid: N/A
	other: N/A
	chair name: Art Busbey
	chair unit: Department of Geological Sciences
	other change specify: Add non-thesis MS degree
	number: Off
	title: Off
	derscription req: Off
	drop req: Off
	prereq: Off
	requirements: Off
	STEM YES: Yes
	STEM NO: Off
	STEM 2 yes: Off
	STEM 2 NO: Yes
	description of change: Currently the department is offering a Master of Science degree that requires the completion of a research-intensive thesis. In addition to the thesis option, we propose to also offer a non-thesis Master of Science degree.
	explanation: Currently, graduate students are assessed via two Student Learning Outcomes. Students must 1) identify and plan a novel geological research project and 2) communicate (orally and written) the theoretical foundations, methods, and results of a novel geological research project at a professional level. Although the expectations for a technical report, which must be completed by non-thesis students, might differ from those in a thesis, the assessment of both learning outcomes by the faculty committee applies equally to non-thesis and thesis students and, as a result, the changes do not affect current outcomes or assessment mechanisms. However, the assessment plan may need to be reworded to reflect the proposed programmatic changes.
	evidence: Currently students entering the graduate program in geology at TCU must complete a research-intensive thesis to complete their degree requirements. Over the last few years, faculty in the department have increasingly seen students that are doing very well in their coursework, but are struggling with the thesis requirement of the program, which led to students attending TCU beyond their projected graduation dates. This suggests that not all students can meet the rigor needed to complete a thesis. Furthermore, students' career aspirations may not necessarily require the completion of a thesis either. As a result, the faculty stated in the 2022-2023 Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Plan and Report that an alternative degree option should be pursued. The proposed change reflects our investigation of alternative options for students to complete their degree without the completion of a thesis. Nationally, a large number of universities (e.g., Auburn University, Colorado School of Mines, among many others) offer both thesis and non-thesis Master of Science degree options. Similar to those programs, we propose to offer a non-thesis degree option that still requires students to conduct independent research taken as a Special Problems course (minimum three credit hours), present their research findings to the department faculty and write a technical report, but does not require the completion of a thesis document. This would provide almost all students entering the graduate program the opportunity to successfully complete the program as there is enough overlap that students could switch from the thesis to non-thesis option as late as after their third semester in the program. 
	change yes: Off
	change  no: Yes
	other change: Yes
	drop program: Off
	teaching load: N/A


